


Local Government Act 2020
o Strengthened mandate for councils to act on climate change:

 “Councils are required to promote the economic, social and 
environmental sustainability of the municipal district, 
including mitigation and planning for climate change risks.”

o Councils also required to give priority to achieving the best 
outcomes for the municipal community, including future 
generations.

DELWP (2020), Local Government Climate Change Adaptation Roles and Responsibilities under Victorian 
Legislation: Guidance for local government decision-makers, Victorian Government, Melbourne.



Feb 2019 
PECAN’s Heat Fire & Flood event called for stronger 
Council action on climate 

Sept 2019
Council declared a Climate 
Emergency



Then 
what
…..?

A 
Council 
divided



o Climate Emergency Action Plan 
narrowly adopted 23 November 2023
 A vote of 5 to 4

o Business as usual
 Very little new spending
 Little sense of urgency

o PECAN had lobbied hard for stronger 
action to no avail 
 Current divisions on Council & opposition 

to spending $$
 Officers reluctant to propose bold action 

in that context
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