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Submission: The Draft Victorian Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance)
Regulations 2026

Port Phillip Emergency Climate Action Network represents a number of local organizations
working to ensure all levels of Government respond appropriately to Climate Change issues.
One important focus of our activities is advocacy to the City of Port Phillip to increase
canopy cover in the city to 30% in public spaces.

An ongoing concern in this regard has been the resources Councils are obliged to direct
towards meeting State Government requirements on line clearance which remove canopy
from trees in public spaces just when we need to increase canopy cover.

Initially we welcomed the DEECA'’s intent to remake the Electricity Safety (Electric Line
Clearance) Interim Regulations 2025, as we saw this as an important opportunity to reverse
the inefficiencies of the current process of canopy removal.

However, on investigation (see link to below to document Attachment 1) we found little to
suggest this was the case. While the draft recommendations may address the issue of fire
hazard reduction for peri-urban and rural areas, they will exacerbate the problems of tree
canopy removal for the 9 inner urban municipalities.

We therefore urge DEECA not to proceed with the proposed regulatory changes and trials
for inner Metropolitan councils and adopt the now well established protocols adopted by
South Australia where Regulations from 2021 established a 0.1-0.3-meter LV baseline with
buffers. Evidence from South Australia shows zero incidents over a 10 year period.

The Local Government Act encourages councils to integrate climate change adaptation and
mitigation into their decision-making processes - this responsibility would be compromised if
the regulation changes as proposed are instituted.

We specifically recommend the following:

The 9 nominated inner metropolitan Councils should be removed from consideration
regarding Zero Bushfire Risk Low-Voltage (ZBLV) classification proposed. There is no
evidence that these regulations will reduce bush fire risk in these areas.

This should be replaced by the South Australian-style low-voltage-- clearance tables
and buffer zones for ZBLYV (there is no need to provide for optional trials if this course
were adopted)

A binding Urban Canopy and Climate Adaptation Principle in the Code of Practice
should be instituted (Schedule 1), requiring responsible persons and Energy Safe



Victoria to minimise canopy loss and to favour network design solutions over
vegetation removal.

The proposed regulations create both uncertainty about compliance and draconian
penalties for Councils which will further limit their capacity to effectively deliver
services generally much less address the impact of climate change.

A mandated LiDAR data-sharing- framework between distributors, councils, and
Energy Safe Victoria should be established to replace the current manual inspections.
By doing so council costs will be lowered, safety will be improved and transparency
would be enhanced by reliance on an evidence based system. Energy Safe Victoria
would also show leadership in using an information based system rather than relying
on an outmoded system of excessive reliance on regulations.

Our concerns from an environmental/climate change perspective is as follows:

¢ The Draft Regulations do not introduce a lower minimum clearance baseline for inner
metropolitan low voltage- networks. The 1 m baseline and larger envelopes around
bare low-voltage- conductors remain in place, and the Code continues to treat trees
primarily as hazards. Over time, these wide clearances have produced the following:
removal of scaffold branches, hollowing and lion-tailing of crowns, permanent
canopy loss and decline in tree health, and reduced shading of roads, footpaths, and
frontages, leading to higher local temperatures and faster asphalt deterioration
(Section 1, “The 1 metre LV clearance as a regulatory failure” and Section 5.11).

¢ Independent research now shows that increasing the canopy by approximately 30%
can reduce local air temperatures by up to 1.5 °C and that canopy cover explains
more than half the variation in urban temperatures across a city (Section 3 — Global
practice)

e Ininner metropolitan ZBLV councils, there is no bush and minimal fuel load; faults on
low-voltage- lines tend to cause localised fires and outages rather than landscape-
scale- bushfires. These suburbs have the highest population density and heat
vulnerability; therefore, canopy loss from over clearance has a larger human impact
per tree removed or disfigured (Sections 1, 4, and 8.12).

e The Draft Regulations continue to apply a rural-style- clearance logic, designed with
bushfire risk in mind, to these zero-bushfire-risk urban streets, despite clear
alternatives operating safely in South Australia (Section 4 — Australian practice;
Section 5.1

Thank you for consideration of these matters. We would welcome the opportunity to respond
to questions of clarification or provide further information if needed.

Yours sincerely,
Colin Sindall

Chairperson, PECAN Blue Green Infrastructure Committee



" https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/éewad0cgh20wcnvkkfhgcn/Submission-for-The-Draft-Victorian-
Electricity-Safety-Electric-Line-Clearance-Regulations-2026-16.pdf?
rikey=e61g1x7gkloexwnkfiOkkf97h&dI=0



