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Submission on City of Port Phillip’s Draft Roadmap to 
Zero: Safe Travel Strategy and Action Plan 2026-31 
 
The undersigned local community groups welcome Council’s release of the Draft Roadmap to 
Zero: Safe Travel Strategy and Action Plan 2026-31 and commitment to Vision Zero 2050. We 
also welcome Council’s adoption of the Safe System approach and the aim of designing our 
roads and streets to prevent harm before it occurs. 
  
We recognise, with Council, the challenges that high levels of population growth and urban 
development in Fishermans Bend, St Kilda Road, and South Melbourne will have for the 
implementation of the Safe Travel Strategy. 
  
Nevertheless, these challenges also present an opportunity for Council to take some bold 
steps now and in the near future before these changes are fully realised.  
  
We strongly support the development of a treatment menu that applies Safe System 
principles to each street type. We acknowledge in the examples given the range of proposed 
treatments and note and welcome that in several cases the proposed treatments draw on and 
align with other Council initiatives associated with street design, such as the Urban Forest 
Strategy. We recommend that the assessments and treatment menu might be consolidated 
into an overall plan such as Merri-bek’s Streets for People Plan. 
  
We also strongly support key practical measures proposed in the Strategy and Action Plan, 
and in particular commend Council’s commitment to transition all school speed zones on 
Council-managed roads to 30 km/h and develop other measures such as upgrades to streets 
around school precincts based on Safe System assessments. Similarly, we fully support the 
intention to review and promote safe routes to school for walking, cycling and public transport 
and engage with students, parents and school communities to identify barriers and prioritise 
improvements.  
  
However, we note that in many cases the actual roll-out of new initiatives that will change the 
design of streets have been given extended timeframes for completion. For example, for Safe 
Activity Streets/Areas upgrades are anticipated at one per year; and for Safe streets around 
schools a rolling program of two schools investigated per year. This suggests only around a 
third of school precincts in Port Phillip will have been treated by 2030. We understand there 
are budgetary and logistical constraints but we strongly advocate that this timetable is 
reassessed and accelerated. 
  



We also note that proven harm reduction and environmentally enhancing strategies such as 
introducing modal filters and more one way streets are indicated only as “other treatments” 
which may be included. 
  
In light of the fact that Port Phillip has the second highest rate of fatal and serious injuries on 
local roads per 100k of population (compared with peer councils), combined with strong 
scientific evidence that the wider introduction of 30 km/h speed limits in cities can save over 
40% of lives -alongside significant positive effects on the environment, energy consumption 
and public health – we suggest that more emphasis on achieving slower speeds and modal 
shifts is needed, consistent with Council’s Integrated Transport Strategy 2018-2028. 
  
These measures would benefit the local population in many ways, including providing a further 
disincentive for the well documented problem of commuting motorists using local residential 
streets to avoid congestion on connector roads. However, the easiest way to reduce the 
number of commuters using local streets as shortcuts between connectors is to simply 
eliminate through traffic with modal shifts and street terminations. 
  
From the perspective of local community members who use active methods of transportation, 
such as walking, cycling, and wheeling (scooters, wheelchairs etc.); as well as micro-mobility, 
mobility aid and e-bike/scooter users; this Action Plan will be of direct and tangible benefit. 
But these benefits will only be achieved if Council fully resources and implements the 
proposed actions, with an expansion of scope and acceleration of the implementation 
timetable where this is most needed. 
 
We recommend that a number of specific streets should be prioritised as urgent for active 
transport safety. These include all council designated cycling ‘shimmy routes’ (bicycle priority 
corridors), routes identified in council’s own Integrated Transport Strategy 2018-2028 and 
Victorian State Government designated Strategic Cycling Corridors.  
 
Additionally, streets and roads around transport hubs and shopping strips should all be 
included for consideration in the Action Plan, as these have as much pedestrian and active 
transport traffic as vehicular. Making these streets safer goes hand in hand with council’s 
efforts to revitalise our local village activity centres. 
 
Reduction in speeds on local roads, the creation of safe zones at intersections, safer crossing 
points and appropriate partial or complete pedestrianisation will give back the sense of 
personal safety that has been lost for many with increased traffic flows in Port Phillip. This in 
turn will encourage sustainable transport uptake, encourage healthier lifestyles, reduce road 
accidents and make our community safer for all of its residents. 
 
In conclusion, with these comments and suggestions considered, we support the Draft 
Roadmap to Zero: Safe Travel Strategy and Action Plan 2026-31. 
 
On behalf of  
Progressive Port Phillip 
 
submission endorsed by 
Port Phillip Bicycle Users Group, and 
The Port Phillip Climate Emergency Action Network 
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